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OBJECTIVES

Students will...

- Learn and be able to recognize the
elements and principles of design.

- Design a plan for a mobile.

- Use a wide variety of art materials safely
and responsibly.




STANDARDS

« Explore and discuss elements and principles
of design.

+ Use sketching to develop ideas for artwork.

+ Explore the natural characteristics of materials
and their possibilities and limitations.

+ Learn basic language used in art.

+ Show differences among colours, shapes, textures,
and other qualities of objects in their artwork.

+ Create three-dimensional forms with paper, clay,
and other materials.

« Explore the purposes and functions of art.

+ Understand that artists develop a personal style
that reflects who they are.

INTRODUCTION

Mobiles are an excellent way to demonstrate the
elements and principles of art and design. They are
estimated to have been introduced in the 1930s with
Alexander Calder as an artist who created these
beautiful hanging structures. This project can be a
collaborative piece with students working in teams.

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Discuss mobiles and well-known mobile artist

Alexander Calder.

2. Go over the principles and elements of art
and design.

3. Have students sketch their design and discuss if
their plan will convert to a 3-D mobile that will
be sturdy.

4. Create 3-D pieces for hanging on the mobile.
Students should cut three identical shapes and
then colour using crayon, oil pastels, coloured
pencils, or markers. Fold each shape in half and
glue sides to the other folded shapes. Remember
to put a piece of embroidery floss in the middle for
hanging on the main structure. Set aside the 3-D
sculptures.

5. Begin to create the main structure by using
chenille stems. Make sure the structure is sturdy

and will hold the 3-D designs.
6. Hang 3-D pieces onto the main frame.

7. Hang completed mobiles on display.
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- Crayola® Standard Wax Crayons, hinged-lid box of 64 —
9700790

- Crayola® Oil Pastels, set of 28 — 9716515
- Prang® Coloured Pencils, Set of 36 — 9709465

- Crayola® Ultra-Clean™ Washable Markers, set of 40,
Broad — 9739519

- Crayola® Ultra-Clean™ Washable Markers, set of 40,
Fine Line — 9739520

- Nasco White All Media Drawing Paper, 500 sheets, 9" x 12",
50 Ib. — 9728251

- Assorted Economy School Construction Paper, 55 lbs,
100 Sheets, 9" x 12", assorted colours — 9730054 A

- Nasco Economy Small Washable Glue Stick, White,
Set of 30 — 9726016

- White Washable Glue, 120mL — 240466

» Chenille Stems, Package of 100 — 240578A (Assorted Bright
Colours) or 240578B (Assorted Colours)

- Embroidery Floss Jumbo Pack, 105 skeins — 9727621
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https://spectrumed.ca/en/crayola-wax-crayons-0665
https://spectrumed.ca/en/crayola-oil-pastel-28-stick-assortment
https://spectrumed.ca/en/prang-reg-36-colored-pencil-set
https://spectrumed.ca/en/sargent-artr-colored-pencils-3-5-length-pack-of-16
https://spectrumed.ca/en/crayola-ultra-clean-washable-colour-markers-fine-line-set-of-40
https://spectrumed.ca/en/nasco-white-all-media-drawing-paper-9-x-12-50-lb
https://spectrumed.ca/en/economy-school-construction-paper-55-lbs-12-x-18-100-sheets-8
https://spectrumed.ca/en/nasco-economy-small-washable-glue-stick-class-set-white
https://spectrumed.ca/en/white-washable-glue-120ml
https://spectrumed.ca/en/30cm-12-chenille-stems-packages-of-100-assorted-bright-colours
https://spectrumed.ca/en/30cm-12-chenille-stems-packages-of-100-assorted-colours-12
https://spectrumed.ca/en/embroidery-floss-jumbo-pack-pack-of-105

